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@**%J"+6'*F The inclusion of territory in a city or special 2istrict. 
 
)>"*I%&'(&'0I"*6K"+6'*F  An alteration of 0overnment structure, inclu2in0:  city incorporation^ 
2istrict formation_annexation to, or 2etachment from a city or 2istrict^ city 2isincorporation^ 
2istrict 2issolution^ city or 2istrict consoli2ation^ or mer0er or esta\lishment of a su\si2iary 
2istrict. 
 
)'*,'$65"+6'*F  The unitin0 or Foinin0 of two or more cities, or two or more 2istricts locate2 in 
the same county into a sin0le new successor city or successor 2istrict. 
 
)'*+6I.'.,F  ;n the case of annexation, territory a2Facent to an a0ency to which annexation is 
propose2.  Territory is not conti0uous if the only conti0uity is \ase2 upon a strip of lan2 more 
than >00 feet lon0 an2 less than 200 feet wi2e. 
 
L%=%*5%*+&,=%46"$&56,+064+F  A special 2istrict whose \oar2 of 2irectors is another le0islative 
\o2y, such as a city council or \oar2 of supervisors.  Also see special 2istrict. 
 
L%+"4>/%*+F  The exclusion of territory from a city or 2istrict. 
 
L6,,'$.+6'*F&&The termination of the existence of a 2istrict. 
 
G'0/"+6'*F  The creation of a 2istrict. 
 
8*4'0='0"+6'*F  The creation of a city. 
 
8*5%=%*5%*+&,=%46"$&56,+064+F  A special 2istrict that has a 2irectly electe2 \oar2 of 2irectors.  
Also see special 2istrict. 
 
8*>"#6+%5&+%006+'01F  Territory within which 12 or more re0istere2 voters resi2e. 
 
8*6+6"+6*I&=%+6+6'*F  A 2ocument si0ne2 either \y re0istere2 voters or lan2owners that reQuests 
LAKC[ to consi2er a chan0e of or0ani`ation or reor0ani`ation. 
 
8,$"*5F  Mnincorporate2 territory su\stantially surroun2e2 \y a city, or territory surroun2e2 \y a 
city on one or more si2es an2 the Pacific [cean on the remainin0 si2es. 
 
A%0I%0F  The termination of the existence of a 2istrict, an2 the assumption of the 2istrictas 
responsi\ilities \y a city. 
 
3%'0I"*6K"+6'*F  Two or more chan0es of or0ani`ation initiate2 in a sin0le proposal. 
 



-=%46"$&56,+064+F  A local 0overnmental a0ency forme2 pursuant to 0eneral law of the state or 
special act. 
 
-=>%0%&'(&6*($.%*4%F  A plan for the pro\a\le physical \oun2aries an2 service areas of a city or 
2istrict. 
 
-=>%0%M'(M6*($.%*4%&"/%*5/%*+F  The chan0es or up2atin0 of an a2opte2 sphere of influence. 
 
-=>%0%M'(M6*($.%*4%&5%,6I*"+6'*,F& Common types of sphere of influence 2esi0nations: 
 
 1.  )'+%0/6*'.,F  A sphere may \e 2esi0nate2 for a city or special 2istrict that is the same as 

its existin0 \oun2aries if there is no anticipate2 nee2 for services outsi2e the \oun2aries 
of the a0ency, or if there is insufficient information to support inclusion of a22itional 
territory within the sphere. 

 
 2.  C"0I%0&+>"*F&&A sphere may \e 2esi0nate2 for a city or special 2istrict that is lar0er than 

its existin0 \oun2aries if there is a nee2 for services \eyon2 its \oun2aries. 
 
 >.  -/"$$%0&+>"*F  An a0ency may \e 2esi0nate2 a sphere that encompasses less territory 

than its existin0 \oun2aries if there is not nee2 for services from the a0ency in the 
affecte2 territory, of if the territory is inclu2e2 in the sphere of another a0ency. 

 
 4.  N%0'F  A `ero sphere which inclu2es no territory may\e 2esi0nate2 for an a0ency, usually 

a special 2istrict.  A `ero sphere assumes that the pu\lic service responsi\ility an2 
function of the a0ency shoul2 ultimately \e reassi0ne2 to another a0ency. 

 
 6.  8*+%06/O-=%46"$&,+.51&"0%"F  A special stu2y area may \e 2esi0nate2 if insufficient 

information exists to ma/e a sphere 2etermination. 
 
-=>%0%M'(M6*($.%*4%&5%+%0/6*"+6'*,F  ;n esta\lishin0 a sphere of influence, the Commission 
must consi2er an2 prepare written 2eterminations relate2 to present an2 planne2 lan2 uses, nee2 
an2 capacity of pu\lic facilities, an2 existence of social an2 economic communities of interest. 
 
-.#,656"01&56,+064+F  A 2istrict of limite2 powers for which a city council is 2esi0nate2 as the 
ex officio \oar2 of 2irectors of the 2istrict.  At least Y0b of the 2istrictas lan2 area an2 num\er 
of re0istere2 voters must \e within the city limits for a 2istrict to \ecome a su\si2iary 2istrict. 
 
P*6*>"#6+%5&+%006+'01F  Territory within which less than 12 re0istere2 voters resi2e. 
 
P0#"*&-%0:64%,F Generally those services provi2e2 \y cities an2 special 2istricts an2 reQuire2 
for ur\an 2evelopment: Sater, sewer, fire, police, roa2 maintenance_pu\lic wor/s, recreation 
an2 associate2 services. Mr\an services as use2 in this context 2o not inclu2e schools or services 
typically provi2e2 on a re0ional \asis \y county or state a0encies, such as pu\lic health an2 
criminal Fustice (courts). 
 
H$"**6*I&!%0/, 



 
)'//.*6+1&=$"*F  A focuse2 plannin0 policy 2ocument that is part of a 0eneral plan.  The 
community plan a22resses a particular re0ion within the overall plannin0 area of an a0ency an2 
is a2opte2 in the same manner as a 0eneral plan.  Also calle2 area plan. 
 
B%*%0"$&=$"*F  a 2ocument containin0 a statement of 2evelopment policies inclu2in0 a 2ia0ram 
an2 text settin0 forth the o\Fections of the plan.  The 0eneral plan must inclu2e certain state-
man2ate2 elements relate2 to lan2 use, circulation, housin0, conservation, open space, noise an2 
safety. 
 
H0%MK'*6*IF (Also see `onin0) A `onin0 action ta/en \y a city prior to annexation of 
unincorporate2 territory. Pre-`onin0 is reQuire2 prior to city annexation in or2er to i2entify lan2 
use re0ulations that woul2 apply if annexation is complete2. Pre-`onin0 has no re0ulatory effect 
until the property is formally annexe2.   
 
-=%46(64&=$"*F&&A policy statement an2 implementation tool that is use2 to a22ress a sin0le 
proFect or plannin0 pro\lem.  Specific plans contain concrete stan2ar2s an2 2evelopment criteria 
that supplement those of the 0eneral plan. 
 
P0#"*&I0';+>&#'.*5"01&'0&.0#"*&$6/6+&$6*%F  A plannin0 \oun2ary esta\lishe2 \y a city or 
county that shows that limits of ur\an 2evelopment (i.e., 2evelopment 0reater than one resi2ence 
per acre).   
 
N'*6*IF&&The primary instrument for implementin0 the 0eneral plan.  fonin0 2ivi2es a 
community into 2istricts or g`onesh which specify the permitte2_prohi\ite2 lan2 uses. 
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